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Sanskrit work called the Bliaktiratnavall. This
seems to be the first impetus to Vaisnavism that
came from the Maddhi order in Bengal If
Jayadeva was an earlier poet, he was inspired by
the Canaka sect more than any other; for
it was ISFimbaditya of the latter sect who
promulgated the Badha-Krsna cult, while
Madclhacharya's followers worshipped Hari
and Hara. I have stated in a foregoing lecture
that Chaitanya did not truly represent the
creed of Macldhacharya, though he outwardly
belonged to the sect. And I think the songs
of liadha-Krsna, with which the whole air of
Bengal rang in those days, are responsible for
the origin of the mixed creed which started
with Chaitanya and has since given to Its
followers the distinctive name of Gaucliya
Vaisnavas. The Maclhhi sect from whom were
derived the rituals of the Gaucliya Vaisnavas,
contributed but little share to the development
of the highest ideal of spiritual love typified in
the Radha-Krsiia legend.
I will not weary my readers by attempting
to solve the intricate problem of the origin of
the different sects of the Vaisnavas. We find
that it was Visnu Purl, a disciple of Jaya-
dharma, that first paved the way for the
Influence the Maddhacharya sect was to
have upon Bengal in the 13th century. The
Bhaktiratnavall of Visnu Purl was translated